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Leviticus Chapter 5 
 

 The theme of this book is a call to holiness:  through sanctification & sacrifice. 
 
 1 Peter 1:15-16 “15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in  
  all manner of conversation; 16because it is written, be ye holy; for I am  
  holy.” (quoting from Levitics 11:45) 
 

 We move from the “sin offering” in Ch. 4 to the “trespass” offering here in Ch. 5. 
 

 Iniquity covers both sins and trespasses.  Sin is falling short, un-intentional 
violations of God’s law. 

 
 To trespass, or to transgress is to intentionally go where you’re not supposed to 

go, to be willful. 
 

 As we’ll see there are sins of commission, and there are sins of omission; failing 
to do or to say what we should. 

 
 
V: 1 The first sin or example listed is a verbal defilement, namely lying under oath: 
 

 A person who has been sworn in as a witness to something, knowing what 
events have taken place, yet in his testimony holds information back – allowing 
or causing judgment to be rendered improperly – it’s a sin, it’s a trespass 

 
Illustration: I knew some people who wouldn’t lie to you outright, they would always use 
 just the right words to give you an impression – but they wouldn’t tell you the 
 truth either.  These were people who were active in the church.  I eventually 
 figured out what they were and what they were doing and in my mind I marked 
 them as liars, wolves in sheep’s clothing. 
 
 James 4:17 “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him  
  it is sin.” 
 
 Psalm 51:6 “Behold, thou desireth truth in the inward parts…” 
 

 So when the priest or the High priest put them under oath they had to speak the 
whole truth: 

 
 There had been many accusations, false accusations against Jesus: 

 Matthew 26:62-65 “62And the high priest arose, and said unto Him, answerest  
  thou nothing?  What is it which these witness against thee?  63But Jesus  
  held His peace.  And the high priest answered and said unto Him, I adjure  
  thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the  
  Son of God.  64Jesus saith unto him, thou hast said: nevertheless I say  
  unto you, hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 
  power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 
 



Leviticus Ch. 5                        2 of 8 
M. K. Scanlan 
 

 What loosed Jesus’ tongue?  The high priest putting Him under oath. 
 

 There’s really no such thing as a half truth or a half lie. 
 
 
V: 2-4 We get a few examples of other ways in which we could accidentally break 
 the law: Physical defilements 
 
V: 2 Whether he realized or not that he’d touched a dead animal, he still guilty. 
 

 Ignorance is no excuse. 
 
 
V: 3 Touching the uncleanness of a man: touching a dead body, coming into contact 
 with a leper, or someone with a running sore, coming into contact with a man’s 
 blood. 
 
 How does this apply to us? 
 
 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 “14Be ye not unequally yoked together with   
  unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  
  And what communion hath light with darkness?  15And what concord hath  
  Christ with Belial?  Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?   
  16And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?  For ye are the  
  temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
  them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  17Wherefore  
  come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
  not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18And will be a Father unto  
  you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.   
  1Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse   
  ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in  
  the fear of God.” 
 
 Psalm 1:1 “Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,  
  nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful…” 
 
V: 4 To some these would seem to be fairly minor infractions; why aren’t we talking 
 about the “big 5” or the “nasty 9” or the “dirty dozen”?  How and what we say are 
 all things that we all have to deal with. 
 

 If a man is careless in his speech, making a rash oath, either taking an oath to do 
evil, or promising to  do something good, publicly – then forgets about it – later 
when he remembers, it is a sin. 

 
 James 5:12 “But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven,  
  neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea;  
  and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.” 
 

 We’re cautioned about our speech, we are to be careful about what we say: 



Leviticus Ch. 5                        3 of 8 
M. K. Scanlan 
 
 
 Proverbs 10:19 “In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that  
  refraineth his lips is wise.” 
 
 Psalm 39:1 “I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I  
  will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.” 
 

 In terms of verbal defilements; we can either bless or we can curse: 
 
 James 3:6-12 “6And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
  among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and sitteth on fire the  
  course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.  7For every kind of beasts, and 
  of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been 
  tamed of mankind: 8But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil,  
  full of deadly poison.  9Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and  
  therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.   
  10Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing.  My brethren,  
  these things ought not so to be.  11Doth a fountain send forth at the same  
  place sweet water and bitter?  12Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive  
  berries?  Either a vine, figs?  So can no fountain both yield salt water and  
  fresh.” 
 

 The first thing mentioned is not being honest, how we speak, then it moves into 
defilements, touching dead things, then back to what is spoken carelessly. 

 
 Jesus addressed the things that defile us:  (Matt. 15) the issue at hand was 

eating with unwashed hands – and the tradition of the elders. 
 
 Matthew 15:8-9 “8This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and  
  honoureth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me.  9But in vain  
  they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
 
 Matthew 15:11 “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that  
  which cometh out of the mouth this defileth a man. 
 
 Matthew 15:18-20 “18But those things which proceed out of the mouth come  
  forth from the heart; and they defile a man.  19For out of the heart proceed  
  evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,  
  blasphemies: 20These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with  
  unwashen hands defileth not a man.” 
 

 A man can avoid touching a dead body, I even heard that a man can be carefulo 
about what they put in their mouth, but by and large he can keep from many of 
the exterior defilements; but no man can avoid his own heart – we’re stuck with 
these things. 

 
 Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately  
  wicked: who can know it? 
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 Now we move into some instruction on confession, that leads to forgiveness.  
Confession of sin and the forgiveness of sin is of great importance; it is 
foundational to our faith – and it will be what leads us to life in Christ Jesus. 

 
 
V: 5 This call to confession is really a call to humility: 
 
 James 5:16 “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that  
  ye may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man   
  availeth much. 
 

 There is a connection between confession, a clean slate so to speak and the 
effectiveness of our prayer life. 

 
 We have seen the concept of confession in the laying on of hands upon the head 

of the sacrificial animal, this is however the first time the word is used in the 
Bible. 

 
 1st mention. 

 Confession:  (H3034) yadah, yaw-daw'; to revere or worship (with extended  
  hands); (make) confess (-ion), praise, (give) thank (-ful, -s, -sgiving). 
 
 Know: (H3045)  yada', yaw-dah'; to know, to ascertain by seeing, be aware. 
 
 Judah: (H3063) Yehuwdah, yeh-hoo-daw'; praise. 
 

 In confession we make our sin known, we humble ourselves, and we give glory 
to God, praising Him for His righteousness. 

 
 Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
  sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like  
  crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
 

 How does this happen?  Through confession of those sins. 
 
 Turn to: 

 Psalm 32:1-2 “1Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
  covered.  2Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity,  
  and in whose spirit there is no guile.” 
 

 How does this happen?  Read on… 
 
 Psalm 32:3-5 “3When I kept silence (no confession), my bones waxed old  
  through my roaring all the day long.  4For day and night thy hand was  
  heavy upon me: (conviction) my moisture is turned into the drought of   
  summer.  5I acknowledged my sin unto thee (confession), and mine iniquity  
  have I not hid.  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and  
  thou forgaveth the iniquity of my sin.” 
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 It is an abomination to the Lord for us to worship God, to praise Him, or even to 
pray if there is un-confessed sin in our lives: 

 
 Isaiah 1:11-16 Turn to: 
 

 This is very much like what we read in 1 Samuel 15:22 
 
 1 Samuel 15:22 “And Samuel said, hath the Lord as great delight in burnt  
  offerings and  sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to  
  obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 
 
V: 6-11 There is a sliding scale according to their ability to pay:  
 

1. There is always a price to pay for sin.   
2. At the same time, forgiveness is within reach to all. 

 
 The ultimate consequence is separation from God and death. 

 
 Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life  
  through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
 
V: 6 The trespass offering: a female lamb or goat – for a sin offering. 
 

 To be an “atonement” or “kophar” a temporary covering. 
 

 Here the sin of the people is covered in the blood of the animal, but it is a 
temporary covering. 

 
 In the New Testament the English word “atonement” is used only once: 

 
 Romans 5:10-11 “10For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
  by the death of His Son, much, more, being reconciled, we shall be saved  
  by His life.  11And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord  
  Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.” 
 
 Atonement: (G2643) katallage, kat-al-lag-ay'; reconciliation. 
 

 The same word is translated as “reconciliation” in 3 other scriptures: 
 
 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 “18And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
  Himself, by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of   
  reconciliation;  19To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto  
  Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto 
  us the word of reconciliation.” 
 

 As New Testament believers our sins are not just “covered” in a temporary 
sense; they are washed away by the blood of Jesus. 
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 1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship  
  one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 
  all sin.” 
 
V: 7 The concession that if the person who transgressed couldn’t afford a lamb or 
 goat then they could bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 
 

 One for a sin offering, the other for a burnt offering; remember that a burnt 
offering was an offering of consecration. 

 
1st the need to pay the price for the sin, it must be atoned for. 
2nd there needs to be repentance, the person consecrates themselves afresh. 
 

 If someone commits a sin and pays a heavy price such as a lamb, when they are 
in a similar situation they may still feel the sting of the price paid previously and 
opt not to go there.  They remember the price tag. 

 
 This person isn’t paying as stiff a price, because they can’t, but there is still that 

need to be reminded not to do the same thing again, thus the sacrifice of 
consecration, turning over a new leaf.  

 
 
V: 8-9 Specific information about how to sacrifice the birds. 
 
V: 10 “… and it shall be forgiven him.” 
 

 Forgiven: (H5545) calach, saw-lakh'; to forgive, pardon, spare. 
 

 Confession and forgiveness run together like grace and peace, like white on rice, 
or milk and cookies. 

 
 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins; He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,  
  and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
 
V: 11 If they couldn’t afford two turtle doves or two young pigeons, then they could 
 make a sin offering of fine flour. 
 

 The 10th part of an ephah (ephah = 3/5 bushel, 22 liters) – a 2 litter bottle of fine 
flour. 

 
 No oil or frankincense because it was not to be a grain or meal offering or like it, 

but it was to be different because it was a trespass offering.   
 

 This is the restoration of fellowship with God, after which there could be a grain 
offering or a fellowship or peace offering – but not until the relationship was 
restored. 
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 Sin separates us from God: 
 
 Isaiah 59:1-2 “1Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot  
  save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  2But your iniquities have  
  separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face  
  from you, that he will not hear.” 
 

 As we’ll learn when we get to Leviticus Ch. 13, sin separates us from everything 
we love. 

 
 
V: 12-13 The priest would take a handful of the flour and offer it upon the altar, the 
 rest would remain with the priest, it was a sin offering – the balance being given 
 to the priests as with the grain / meal / fellowship offering. 
 
“… and it shall be forgiven him:” 
 
 Isaiah 43:25  “I, even I am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine  
  own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” 
 
 Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed  
  our transgressions from us.” 
 

 These verses raise an interesting question: 
 
 Hebrews 9:22 “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and  
  without the shedding of blood is no remission.” 
 

 So how can a grain offering atone for sin?  Doesn’t there need to be some 
sacrifice that involves blood? 

 
 The answer is that it was offered on top of the burnt offering that was already 

being offered, and it gave the meal offering the value of a blood sacrifice. 
 
 
V: 14-16 We come to spiritual desecration: 
 

 The Lord speaks again unto Moses explaining that if a man sins in  ignorance 
regarding the holy things of the Lord, meaning withholding from the  Lord that 
which rightly belonged to Him; tithes or offerings, the consecration of first fruits, 
or of the firstborn - he is to make restitution – before the offering was presented.   

 
 A 20% penalty for not obeying God’s commandments, the next chapter talks 

about restitution to the victims of crimes 
 
 
V: 17 Reiterates that ignorance is no excuse. 
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V: 18-19 This appears to be a more serious situation, it involves moral 
 disobedience and there is no sliding scale here, the sacrifice is to be a ram or it’s 
 equivalent in money + 20% with no other provision obvious at this point. 
 

 This makes me glad that we are no longer under the law or the requirements of 
the Law; and that Jesus is our trespass offering once and for all! 
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